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cars to move the ethanol from the Mid-
west to the Northeast and down into
Texas, where it can be blended into the
gasoline.

Since it requires a special base form
of gasoline, the ethanol-to-MTBE
switch makes it difficult for us to im-
port gasoline from overseas to relieve
these price pressures, because outside
of Europe there are few foreign refin-
eries that can actually make this base
form. So that means tighter fuel sup-
plies that cannot readily be remedied
by imported product.

We talk about the cost to us as
Americans. According to the Energy
Information Administration, we are al-
ready paying about twice as much for
fuel today as we did in the summer of
2002. On the whole, our country is
spending $212 million more per day for
gasoline than we did last year, a half
billion dollars more per day than 4
years ago. It is incredible.

What do we do about it? The chair-
man of the Energy Committee noted
some of the steps, and noted some of
the steps the President has advanced.
But our first effort today is to con-
serve, to increase our conservation and
efficiency efforts.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The time
of the Senator has expired.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent for 1 additional
minute.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. We must do the
simple things first. Conservation, effi-
ciency, make sure the tires are in-
flated, our cars are in tune, drive less,
reduce the air conditioning—those
small things that will make a dif-
ference. We have to move quickly to
increase our fuel efficiency, continue
to expand the use of renewables such as
wind, geothermal, biomass, oceans,
solar—all of those that are available.
But we must increase our domestic
supplies of oil and natural gas, and the
first place we start is up in ANWR. We
have the ability to do it. We have dem-
onstrated that we can. Opening ANWR
would produce up to 1 million barrels a
day of additional oil for 30 years to
meet the world demand and drive the
prices down.

People are saying it is not going to
make a difference today, and they are
correct. But we didn’t get to this place
in 1 day. What we are anticipating is
the need down the road. Anyone who
thinks in 5 or 10 years there are not
going to be anymore hurricanes or sup-
ply disruptions or production impedi-
ments is fooling himself. So let’s plan
for the future. Let’s plan for our own
domestic energy security by doing
what we can in this country. The first
place to start is by opening ANWR to
limited o0il exploration and develop-
ment, and doing it in an environ-
mentally sensitive and balanced man-
ner.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who
yields time?
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Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
understand the remaining time on the
Democratic side is not needed and may
be yielded back.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I yield
back the remaining time on the Demo-
cratic side.

————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. At this
time, morning business is closed.

————————

MAKING EMERGENCY SUPPLE-
MENTAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR
THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2006

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 4939, which
the clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 4939), making emergency sup-
plemental appropriations for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2006, and for other pur-
poses.

Pending:

Gregg modified amendment No. 3594, to
provide, with an offset, emergency funding
for border security efforts.

Harkin/Grassley amendment No. 3600, to
limit the compensation of employees funded
through the Employment and Training Ad-
ministration.

Reid amendment No. 3604, to provide, with
an offset, emergency funding for border secu-
rity efforts.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee is recognized.

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
yield to myself 15 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President,
there will be a rare opportunity about
noon on the Senate floor. There will be
a chance for the American people to
have for themselves a handy list of big
spenders, something they can put on
their blogs, something they can put in
their newsletters, something they can
speak about at the dinner table, some-
thing they can read to friends. There is
always a lot of talk around here about
who is responsible for the fact that the
Federal Government is spending more
money than it ought to. We are about
to see a good example of who is respon-
sible for that, if things go true to form,
because we will have two amendments
before us at noon. One is by the distin-
guished Senator from New Hampshire,
Senator GREGG, and one by the distin-
guished Democratic leader, Senator
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REID. Both of them are border security
amendments.

There will not be very many votes in
this body, I suspect, against border se-
curity. I want to speak about border
security because the Gregg amendment
takes very important steps to maintain
our current level of security on the
border, which is a minimum level of se-
curity. I am proud to cosponsor that.
And the Gregg amendment pays for it
by taking money from other parts of
the President’s budget. That is the
Gregg amendment.

The Reid amendment, as I under-
stand it, which we will be voting on
side by side, does identically the same
thing on border security the Gregg
amendment does, except it pretends
that money comes out of thin air, that
it grows on trees, that it comes from
nowhere. It is the thing we see time
and time again around here, whereby
someone comes up with an essential,
good idea but with no way to pay for it.
So we print the money, make it up, and
the runaway spending goes on and on.

I wish to talk this morning a little
bit about those two issues—first, bor-
der security, the subject of the Gregg
amendment and why I believe it is es-
sential that we adopt it as part of the
supplemental appropriations bill that
is before us. I also want to talk about
the difference between how it is paid
for so the American people can get
ready to make their handy list of big
spenders because those who vote for
the Reid amendment will be on a handy
list of big spenders because that
amendment is not paid for.

Let me start with the Gregg amend-
ment and the condition of border secu-
rity. Americans are angry about border
security, or the lack of it. They have a
right to be angry about border secu-
rity, or the lack of it. That is not the
responsibility of the Governor of the
State of Arizona or the Governor of
Texas or the Governor of California. It
is a Federal responsibility. Immigra-
tion is our job. Border security is our
job. It is a Washington job and it is a
job that has been neglected for a long
period of time.

At least to the credit of the majority
leader, he has forced this Senate to
deal with this issue and we are in the
middle of it and we ought not rest nor
g0 home again until we deal with the
issue of border security. There are a lot
of other issues that do not have to deal
with immigration. How many tem-
porary students do we want here in the
United States? We have 572,000 of them
today. They are an important part of
our country, contributing to our stand-
ard of living. When they go home, they
usually spread our values and our good
will better than any foreign aid ever
has. We have about half a million peo-
ple who are here each year and we give
them new temporary worker status. It
is important to have them here as well,
because in a vibrant, growing economy,
we need more workers. We have an im-
portant debate to have about what to
do about the 10 to 12 million people
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